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Jessie Wardarski/Post-Gazette 
A Starbucks employee on Tuesday locks the door of the coffee shop at Oliver Avenue and William Penn Place, Downtown, for the 
company’s anti-bias training. 


Starbucks takes arm at biases 


Coffee giant closes thousands of stores 
for a day of training for its workers 


By Juliana Feliciano Reyes 
Philadelphia Inquirer 


The training material in- 
cluded a 68-page, 16-by-22-inch 
guide printed on newspaper 
and a journal with prompts ti- 


tled “My Notebook.” 


With them, at individual 
Starbucks stores across Penn- 
sylvania and the whole coun- 
try, nearly 175,000 employees 
— “partners,” in company par- 
lance — would acknowledge bi- 
ases, said CEO Kevin Johnson, 
“and disrupt them.” 


The tools for the racial-bias 
training were not only proce- 
dural in scope — how to handle 
someone asking customers for 
money, how to serve a patron 
with a thick accent — but ex- 
tremely personal. Here were 
topics more likely to land in 
conversations among social 
justice-minded millennials 
than in sanitized human re- 
sources trainings: 

When’s the first time you: 
Noticed how your race affected 


your beauty standards? Had a 
senior role model in your orga- 
nization with a similar racial 
identity as your own? Went to 
work with your natural hair 
without comments and ques- 
tions from others? 

A month since public out- 
rage erupted after two black 
men in a Philadelphia store 
were arrested after its manager 
called police because they 


SEE STARBUCKS, PAGE A-3 
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Study: Hurricane killed 


over 4,000 in 


U.S. government 


tallies only 64 deaths 


By Arelis R. Hernandez 
and Laurie McGinley 
The Washington Post 


CAGUAS, Puerto Rico — At 
least 4,645 people died as a result 
of Hurricane Maria and its dev- 
astation across Puerto Rico last 
year, according to a new Har- 
vard study released Tuesday, an 
estimate that far exceeds the of- 


Puerto Rico 


ficial government death toll, 
which stands at 64. 

The study, published in the 
New England Journal of Medi- 
cine, found that health care dis- 
ruption for the elderly and the loss 
of basic utility services for the 
chronically ill had significant im- 
pacts across the U.S. territory, 
which was thrown into chaos after 
the September hurricane wiped 
out the electrical grid and had 
widespread impacts on infrastruc- 
ture. Some communities were 


SEE HURRICANE, PAGE A-5 


Network cancels ‘Roseanne’ 


following star’s 


The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — ABC canceled 
its hit reboot of “Roseanne” on 
Tuesday following star Roseanne 
Barr’s racist tweet that referred 
to former Obama adviser Valerie 
Jarrett as a product of the 
Muslim Brotherhood and the 
“Planet of the Apes.” 

ABC Entertainment president 


racist tweet 


Channing Dungey said the com- 
ment “is abhorrent, repugnant 
and inconsistent with our values.” 
Ms. Barr had apologized and de- 
leted her Monday-night tweet, 
calling it a “bad joke,” but the 
damage had already been done. 
The outspoken, conservative- 
leaning Emmy Award winner 


SEE ROSEANNE, PAGE A-7 


STEPPING DOWN AMID 


Robert Cohen/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP 


SCAN DAL Missouri Gov. Eric Greit- 


ens announces his resignation in the governor’s office Tuesday in Jef- 
ferson City, Mo. Mr. Greitens resigned amid a widening investigation 
that arose from an affair with his former hairdresser. He said his resig- 
nation would take effect Friday. Storyon A-7. 
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Help save 


Downtown 


YMCA, 
group asks 


Petition is presented 
to city, county officials 


By Mark Belko 
and Adam Smeltz 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The way some see it, losing the 
Downtown YMCA would be a dev- 
astating blow to the city. And they 
are uniting in a bid to prevent that 
from happening. 

A group of people who use the 
Fifth Avenue branch or who are 
supportive of its mission presented 
a petition with about 500 signa- 
tures Tuesday to Mayor Bill 
Peduto and Allegheny County Ex- 
ecutive Rich Fitzgerald, urging 
them to intervene to try to save it. 

The Downtown location is 
scheduled to close June 8 in a cost- 
cutting move made in conjunction 
with the decision by the YMCA of 
Greater Pittsburgh to file for bank- 
ruptcy earlier this month. The 
struggling Y has said closing that 
branch could narrow the $1 million 
deficit it is running annually. 

Dave Fawcett, a Downtown attor- 
ney anda former county councilman 
who is part of the petition drive, said 
the group is asking Mr. Peduto and 
Mr. Fitzgerald to bring people to the 
table who may be able to find a way 
to keep the branch open. 

“From our perspective, the 
Downtown Y isn’t just another 


SEE YMCA, PAGE A-2 


Background 
checks not 
foolproof 


for sitters 
hired online 
By David Templeton 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Using online services to hire a 
baby sitter, with options to pay for 
criminal background checks and 
child-abuse clearances, sounds like 
an ideal situation. 

But online caregiver services 
are drawing scrutiny after a baby 
sitter hired online through Sitter- 
city.com was arrested on charges 
he repeatedly raped a 5-year-old 
Ross boy in his care. 

And police are looking for other 
parents who hired Dylan M. 
McKinney, 26, of Shaler, who faces 
charges of rape, unlawful contact 
with a minor, involuntary deviate 
sexual intercourse, corruption of 
minors and indecent assault. 

“First and foremost, we want to 
emphasize how incredibly upset- 
ting this situation is,” said Chris- 
tine Reimert, a Sittercity spokes- 
woman. “We are a company of 


SEE SITTERS, PAGE A-2 
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